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What happened at Dijon ?

Garibaldi had allowed the Southern Army to cross the
Langres plateau without trying to impede it.

On the 19th, while that army crossed the Sa6ne, he
set the army of the Vosges in movement, leaving Geneial
Pehssier the charge of holding Drjon. He brought his
troops, in three columns, to four miles north of Dijon,
and halted on a hill near Messigny, wherefrom he saw
the flank guard of the German Second Corps (half the 4th
division) marching past. If he had only pushed on as
far as Thil-Chatel, he would have met the rear of the
column of the Second Army Corps.

Even on the 20th, he might still have managed to
pievent the supply column of that army corps fiom
passing Instead of acting, he confined himself to
stationing his forces around Drjon again.

In acting thus, he left open not only all the loads of
the C6te d'Or, but also the crossing of the Sa6ne

As for Drjon, the town had been fortified, but the
Germans had only vague information of it

Talant and Fontame-lcs-Drjon had been stiongly
organised and armed with heavy guns Several 12 cm,
guns command the road to Saint-Seme and the load to
Langres The villages of La Filotte, St Martin, and La
Boudronne'e had been defensively organised in the same
way and connected with each other. The village of
St. Apollmaire, on the road to Gray, had been joined up
with the works on the southern face undertaken by the
Germans and resumed by the French In older to
defend these positions, the Government of National
Defence had organised the Pehssier Division, they
intended using the army of the Vosges in field operations.
Unfortunately that army was still at Dijon and little
inclined to leave it. In any case, it was against the
possibility of an attack from such a*quarter that General
von Manteuffel guarded himself when ordcimg Geneial
von Kettler to march on Drjon

How will the latter fulfil his mission., namely, to
Immobilise the army of the Vosges at Drjon, or at any
rate to prevent it from interfering with the events which
are about to take place first on the Sa6ne and latei on
the Ognon?

He must as soon as possible lay hands on the enemy,
and therefore attack him. There is no time left for